
Upcoming Events 
Sunday Worship Times: 

8:45 and 10:30 AM  in the 

sanctuary 

 August 6 & 7—Tuesday, 12:30 to 
6:30 PM,  and Wednesday, 8:00 
AM to 1:00 PM, Maranatha 
Annual Red Cross Blood Drive in 
the Gathering Place of the 
Ministry Center. 

 August 7—Wednesday, 7:30 PM 
Men’s Championship Softball 
Game at Gilbertson Field 

 August 11—Sunday, Maranatha 
Annual Members’ Business 
Meeting at 12:30 PM in the 
sanctuary. Bring finger foods 
(vegetables, fruit, crackers, 
cheese, or cold cut meats) for 
light lunch at 11:45 if you wish 
to eat before the meeting. Child 
care provided for members with 
small children. 

 August 18—Sunday, Special 
Message “A Christian Response 
to Homosexuality and Same Sex 
Marriage”   

 August 18—Sunday, Maranatha 
Annual All-Congregation 
Picnic/Potluck and Baptism 
Service at 12:30 PM at Silver 
Lake, Grant County Park Pavilion 

 August 21—Wednesday, Young 
at Heart (Age 55+) meet in the 
fellowship for lasagna lunch 
(provided) followed by slide 
presentation of Richard & 
Yvonne Hansen’s recent visit to 
Norway. RSVP for head count 
for food to Wohlks at 715-458-
2925. 

 August 25—Sunday, Don Price of 
the Forest Lakes District Office 
will be preaching.  

 August 31-September 1—Labor 
Day Weekend.  No Children’s 
Church or Sunday School.  
Church office will be closed on 
Monday, September 2nd for the 
holiday.  
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Therefore since we have been justified through faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 

have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.  

And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.  Not only so but we 

also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering 

produces perseverance, perseverance, character and character, 

hope.  And hope does not disappoint us because God has poured 

out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit whom He has given us.   

(Romans 5:1-5)    
 

Sometimes the peace we want to flow like a river becomes a flood of stress 

instead.   Business as usual goes out the door and we get in the “hunker down 

and survive” mode.   The good news is that God works in storms as much as 

He works in calm seas and we know that our light and momentary troubles work 

to produce Christ-like character.  God is at work at Maranatha!! 
 

 Our church missions picnic was a huge success with over $13,000 raised for 

Dr. Andrew and Cari Robertson, our missionaries to Chad, Africa.   The 

monies raised are to put in solar panels to provide reliable lighting.   The 

goal was originally $6,000 and now enough has been raised to send a 

team to help install.  Special thanks to the missions team for their hard 

work, organization and excellent food.   Watching Dan run in a gunny sack 

was the highlight for many.   
 

 Eight children accepted Jesus Christ as savior during our VBS week.   We 

had almost 100 kids there each day and the feedback received was that a 

fun time was had by all.    The kids worked at raising money for shoes and 

bible books for kids in India.   Thanks to Carrie Wessman and her team 

and for Pastor Tony and his leadership.  
 

 Maranatha would like to welcome our newest members.   Barton 

Bjugstand, Amanda Stariha, Julie Meinen, Shannon Severud and James 

and Sandra Kane.   If you have not yet become a member or would like 

information regarding the membership process, please contact Pastor Paul 

or Pastor Dan.  
  

 The annual meeting usually held in July will be held on August 11th at 

12:30 PM in the sanctuary.    We ask you to bring  light finger foods

(veggies, fruit, cheese, crackers or cold cut meats) for lunch for those who 

wish to stay. Child care will be offered for those members with small 

children.     Our apologies for the lateness of the meeting.     
  

 Hey Rube, We are in a fight!!!   We still need volunteers to help with 

Sunday school.   By providing Sunday school during each service it creates 

additional opportunities for service.  (and additional need)   Please 

prayerfully consider how you might help in this vital ministry.     The commitment is 

limited and we need people willing to serve as fill-ins as needs arise.    Contact Pastor 

Tony for more information.   
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One Fun Sunday, Missions Picnic for a Great Cause 

 Maranatha Missions Team organized a summer picnic 

for the church family and community to provide an opportunity to 

give toward the need of missionaries Dr. Andrew & Cari Robertson 

(former members of Maranatha) now serving with Africa Inland 

Missions at a hospital in Belabem, Chad Africa. They lack reliable 

electricity for the hospital and clinic for lighting and refrigeration 

of medicines.    

 On June 30th, with the weather perfect for the event, the 

games began!  Games like...water balloon volleyball, gunny sack 

races, tug-of-war, and pie eating contests, with a food auction at 

the end by our MC and resident auctioneer Mike Green.  The goal 

of $6,000 was  doubled by the generosity of those who donated.  

In fact, over $13,000 was raised—1000 times the amount of the 

first donation made by an AWANA child last winter as the team 

began making plans. What a blessing!  We even got to see Pastor 

Dan tugging, and hopping with the best of them. Over all the day 

was a great success, and God was there with us.   

 (Pictures courtesy of Caleb Swan & Shannon Severud)  



 

 I always look forward to fall, the cooler weather, the beauty of the 
changing seasons, hunting season.  Watching the farmers harvest their crops 
always reminds me of our mission as Christ followers—to bring in the harvest.   

Is there a better place to be in this country than Fall in Wisconsin?  I don’t think so. 

 I also look forward to Fall because it means getting back together with my small 
group on a regular basis.  This is two hours in my week that is written in granite; to miss small group is not an option.  Sure 
there may be times that I am tired or feeling a little punky but God always shows up and rocks our world. 

 So why is my small group time so sacred?  Because it is a time when God allows me to be with friends.  There are 
times when this group of people are closer to me than my family.  I can tell them things and I know I won’t be judged; I can 
open up my heart to them and they are there to encourage me.   

 Our vision for small groups at Maranatha is that we are “A connected community that is on its knees, living life 
and growing together into the likeness of Christ.” 

Small group ministry at Maranatha exists to help you to become connected and a part of this body of believers.  It’s 
how we turn this church of 575 attendees each week into a place where you feel like you belong.  

Our first goal in small group ministry is to be a connected community, so that you would have a chance to build 
meaningful relationships with other people and allow them to be a part of your life.  As our group continues to meet year 
after year we have turned our little group into a family. We look forward to getting together, challenging one another, and 
supporting each other. 

Our small group ministry also creates a place where you can pray for one another, “on its knees”.   The Bible says 
“Prayer...is powerful and effective.” When life becomes difficult, what a comfort it is to know that you have a group of 
people who are committed to pray for you.  In our group we have a prayer journal that we add to and look back upon week 
after week.  We have seen answers to prayer that only God has the power to make happen, and we also have requests 
when we can only rally around each other pleading to God for us to see with His eyes and to understand His plan. Prayer is 
a vital part of small group. 

It continually amazes me to see God work through the group members as we grow together.  As we sit down and 
start to dig into God’s word, the Holy Spirit  does what He does best: He guides and directs us to truth.  It is so much fun to 
watch God direct our thoughts and reveal truth through His word. Someone will have this scripture, someone else a 
different one and so on as God allows us to see from His word what this truth means for us today.  I no longer have to see 
with tunnel vision, but my sight is opened up as others allow me to see the topic as God directs.  

 God has given us a command that we cannot ignore, that we are to “love God and love others” .  Small groups 
allow us to grow with each other as we dig into God’s word but it also unites us in a common cause to help others in the 
love of Jesus Christ.  We have groups that sponsor rooms at Benjamin’s House and serve meals there.  We have groups that 
have collected books to go overseas to help the world see the one true living God; some groups maintain the community 
gardens here at church. Other groups meet physical needs of family, friends, neighbors alike.  God’s word says that we are 
to go and be His witnesses "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8, NIV)  Jesus didn’t wait for the masses 
to come to Him, He went and met them where they were.  Small group allows you to join forces with others and serve a 
world in need. 

 Are you in a small group?  Are you surrounded by a group of people who care for you, pray for you, encourage you 

as you grow into the likeness of Christ?  Do you have a group of people you can join forces with and make a difference in 

someone’s life and maybe even the world?  Join a small group this fall and become a part of a family. 

Love God, love others, 

Pastor Paul Green 

Pastor of Adult Ministries 

It’s Time to Get Connected! 



Time in New Orleans 
Youth Missions Trip June 22-June 30, 2013  



Vacation Bible School  
in Athens... 

Pictures courtesy of  

Alex Green & Ginny Proffitt 

Over 100 children attended Vacation Bible School this sum-

mer with eight children giving their hearts to Jesus.  Director, 

Carrie Wessman and team did a great job in creating fantas-

tic props and organizing this memorable time for the kids.  

We want to thank everyone who donated food, time, and 

their talents to make this a great success.  A special thanks 

to the adults who  taught, mentored and worked with the 

children throughout the week.   



Maranatha Annual Blood Drive —at the Ministry Center’s gathering place on Tuesday, August 6, 12:30 PM-6:30 PM and Wednesday, August 7, 8:00 AM-1:00 
PM.  If you would like to make an appointment to donate blood contact Linda Barta at 715-458-2321.  If you can help out greet, bake cookies or 
bars, or help set up or take down, sign up at the connecting point, or contact Shellie Oftedahl at 715-458-2770. 
Membership Annual Business Meeting, Sunday, August 11th at 12:30 PM in the church Sanctuary.  If you would like to stay for a light lunch before 
the meeting, please bring finger foods (vegetables, fruit, cheese, crackers, or cold cut meats to share) at 11:45 in the fellowship hall.  Child 
care will be provided for members with small children during the business meeting. Meeting will include a Vote to approve annual budget and 
look at elder vision &  plans for future of Maranatha.. Members of Maranatha encouraged to attend.   
Special Message on Sunday August 18th: Pastor Dan will speak on “A Christian's response to Homosexuality and same sex marriage”.  Parents are 
urged to be aware of age appropriate material in the message.  
 
Baptism Service/Picnic at Silver Lake—Sunday, August 18th at 12:30 PM. At Grant County Park Pavilion. Attendees with names ending in the letters A-H 
bring salads, vegetable tray or fruit: I-P bring Desserts, and Q-Z please bring hot dishes.  All must include 12 servings.   
Young At Heart (Age 55+) —will meet for Lasagna Lunch (provided) on Wednesday, August 21st in the fellowship hall.  Richard and Yvonne Hansen 
will then show slides from their recent visit to Norway. Please RSVP so we know how many to expect for lunch. Please check the bulletin 
Board in the fellowship hall or RSVP on the back side of the Blue Sheet in Sunday’s bulletin. For further information contact lee and Shelby 
Wohlk at 715-458-2925. 
 

remember our Missionaries… Visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com and click on the link for MINISTRIES which will take you to where you 
can click on “missions.”  Monthly updated prayer requests will be posted there.   If you do not have access to the internet, please pick up a 
copy of the Missionary Prayer Sheet from the Connecting Point (desk) in the Welcome Center. 
Service Times : Sunday services are 8:45 AM & 10:30 AM. Hide and Seek Children’s Church for children ages 30 months through 5th Grade is during 
both services in the Ministry center.  The children’s church programs are identical for both services.  Nursery is available for infants through 
36 months in the main church for all services.  

3340 S. Main Street 

Rice Lake, WI  54868 

Phone:  715-234-8313 

mefc@chibardun.net 

Maranatha 
Evangelical  Free 
Church  

We’re on the Web! 

www.maranathafree.com 
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August Announcements 

Please include these people in your prayers: 

Nancy Peters, Don Frolik, Stan Oftedahl, Darlene Strohmeyer, Ray 
Caldwell, Don Murley, Pat Swanson, Dean Williams, Connie Blix, 
Marjie Peterson’s husband Lynn and dad Richard, Julie Reid’s dad 
Bert, Bob Lindner’s sister Linda Schatz, Dan & Janette Young’s 
daughter Suzette, Paul Murry’s brother Benny, Glen Wegner’s 
brother Greg,  Esther Swan’s brother David and sisters Freida and 
Barbara,  Kathy Johnson’s mother Irene Vaughn, Lee & Shelby 
Wohlk’s grandson Jesse, Cheri Kromrey’s sister, Fran Reich’s 
children, Lillian Bjugstad’s son Mark, Elfriede Harwart’s children, 
Don & Bernadette Park’s son Bruce, Harold & Marilyn Edward’s 
son Steve, Jane Gudim’s mother Dorothy, Sandy Hodge’s sister 
Jo, McClain’s daughter-in-law Sandy,  Leah Margan’s niece 
Leanna, Mary Benson’s sister Darlene,  Patricia Young’s brother 

“But God has surely 
listened and heard 
my voice in prayer.  
Praise be to God, who 
has not rejected my 
prayer or withheld 
His love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

Harlan, Rick & Laura Hill’s family and brother-in-law Rick, 
Mary Graese’s sister Corinne. 

Residents of Nursing Care: Thomas Landing: Ruth 
Fredrickson-Olson,  Knaphaven (Chetek):  Lois Carlson. 

Serving in the military:   Steve Blihovde’s son Grant is 
serving in Afghanistan. Dave & Darlene Strohmeyer’s 
daughter Dawn is serving in the Middle 
East. Mike & Lori Green’s son Kyle is 
serving overseas in the Navy. 

Praises:   James and Sandra Kane and 
Shannon Severud have joined in 
membership at Maranatha Ev. Free 
Church. Eight children gave their 
hearts to Jesus at Maranatha’s VBS . 

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 


